ASSISTANCE FOR CHILDREN IN PLACEMENT                         CHILD WELFARE FOSTER CARE


2890 - CHILD WELFARE FOSTER CARE MEDICAID

	POLICY STATEMENT
	Child Welfare Foster Care (CWFC) Medicaid provides coverage to children in placement for whom DFCS has partial or total responsibility, but who have been determined ineligible for IV-E Foster Care.  Eligibility includes CWFC children ages 18 to 21 years if CWFC per diem payments continue to be made on their behalf.

	BASIC CONSIDERATIONS

Basic Eligibility

Criteria


	Eligibility for any non IV-E foster care child can be determined under RSM rather than CWFC Medicaid.  If eligibility is determined under RSM, all siblings in the same foster home must be included in the same RSM AU.  If the child is financially ineligible for RSM and CWFC, provide the SSCM with a PeachCare for Kids application and PeachCare for Kids program information.  If the child is financially ineligible for PeachCare for Kids, process the application as Family Medicaid Medically Needy.

NOTE:  If a child in placement is approved under RSM rather than CWFC Medicaid, the Revenue Maximization Medicaid Eligibility Specialist(MES) must notify the Division of Medical Assistance (DMA) of the child’s foster care status in order to exempt the child from mandatory Georgia Better Health Care (GBHC) participation.

A child committed to the Department of Juvenile Justice or an agency of the Department of Human Resources other than DFCS is ineligible for CWFC.  Eligibility may be determined under RSM, or if financially ineligible, PeachCare for Kids.  If the child is financially ineligible for PeachCare for Kids, eligibility may be determined under Family Medicaid Medically Needy.

The DFCS Social Services Case Manager (SSCM) authorizes CWFC per diem to be paid from state funds.

CWFC children must meet the following Basic Eligibility Criteria:

· age

· application for other benefits

· citizenship/alienage

· enumeration

· third party resources




	BASIC CONSIDERATIONS

Basic Eligibility 

Criteria (contd.)

Financial Eligibility

Criteria

      Other

Considerations
	The parents of a CWFC Medicaid child are referred to Child Support Enforcement unless Good Cause is established.  Good Cause must be supported by a written statement signed by the County Director/County Program Director.

Refer to Chapter 2200, Basic Eligibility Criteria.

CWFC children must meet LIM income and resource limits.

Refer to Section 2650, Family Medicaid Budgeting and Appendix A2, Financial  Limits for Family Medicaid.

The child’s eligibility for CWFC Medicaid is determined according to the child’s circumstances in foster care.  Income and resources of the parent(s) or other specified relative(s) are not considered.

All earnings of a child are disregarded regardless of the age of the child; therefore, the earnings of a child up to 21 are disregarded.  Although the child’s earnings are disregarded, the child’s resources must be considered and applied to the resource limit.  If the child’s resources exceed the limit, he/she is ineligible for CWFC Medicaid.

CWFC children must be under partial or total financial responsibility of DFCS.

CWFC children must be placed in an approved foster care home or licensed childcare facility.

Refer to Section 2066, Placement Outside the Home.

CWFC Medicaid eligibility continues through the month in which the CWFC child reaches age 21, if CWFC per diem payment continue to be made and all financial and non-financial requirements continue to be met.

Eligibility for CWFC Medicaid is not determined for the month of placement if the child received Medicaid under another COA during that month.  The SSCM can, however, authorize per diem payments for the initial month of foster care placements.

A CWFC child is excluded from any LIM AU, even if the child is a minor parent.



	BASIC CONSIDERATIONS

Other

Considerations

(contd.)
	Each foster child is assigned an individual case number and case record, independent of siblings or half-siblings that may be in the same foster care placement.

Applications for CWFC are initiated and processed in the county of legal residence where the court order or voluntary placement agreement was signed.

Any written request for CWFC Medicaid by a SSCM on behalf of a child is considered an application for Medicaid.

	PROCEDURES

Step 1

Step 2

Step 3

Step 4


	Screen the foster child for IV-E eligibility.  Refer to Section 2815, IV-E Foster Care Medicaid.

If the foster child is NOT IV-E eligible, determine Medicaid eligibility under RSM or proceed with the CWFC determination.

Follow the steps below to determine Medicaid eligibility under CWFC.

A face-to-face interview is not required.  A telephone call to the SSCM will suffice to clarify information on the Medicaid application or written request for CWFC.

Determine eligibility of the foster child under all LIM basic eligibility criteria except living with a specified relative.

Obtain a statement from the SSCM  either verbally or in writing that the child is in an approved family home or a licensed child care facility.

Determine all income and resources of the child and complete the budgeting process using the LIM income and resource limits.  Use deductions, if applicable.  Refer to Section 2655, Family Medicaid Deductions.




	PROCEDURES

(contd.)

Step 5

Step 6


	If the child meets all requirements in Steps 2 through 4, authorize CWFC Medicaid and notify the SSCM and DMA.  Include in the notification the beginning date of Medicaid eligibility and the Medicaid recipient number.

NOTE:  Continue Medicaid eligibility through the month in which the CWFC child reaches age 21, as long as CWFC per diem payments continue to be made and the child continues to meet all CWFC financial and non-financial requirements.

If the child is determined ineligible for CWFC, complete a CMD prior to termination of Medicaid.

Schedule with the SSCM and complete a review every six (6) months.




	chart 2890.1 - special situations in CWFC

	IF
	THEN determine Medicaid eligibility for the child as:
	AND determine financial eligibility

	a Georgia CWFC child is placed out-of-state
	eligible in Georgia.

NOTE:  The SSCM in other state will assist the foster parents in locating providers who will accept Georgia Medicaid coverage.
	child only

	a CWFC child is returned to his/her parents for a trial placement
	ineligible for CWFC Medicaid.  Provide a timely notice.

NOTE:  Parents may apply for Medicaid for the child.
	parents and child if parents apply for Medicaid

	a CWFC child runs away
	ineligible for CWFC Medicaid.  Provide a timely notice.

NOTE:  the SSCM may reapply when the child returns.
	child only

	a CWFC child has a child living with him/her in placement


	(the CWFC child’s child) potentially eligible for:

· LIM

· Newborn (NB)

· RSM

·  CWFC

· MN
	LIM:  Child as AU of one, excluding CWFC  parent and per diem

NB: N/A

RSM, CWFC and MN: BG including parent and child,  including per diem of  CWFC parent

	a CWFC child has a child in foster care living in a separate placement


	(the CWFC child’s child) may be eligible for:

· IV-E

· RSM,

· CWFC

· MN
	IV-E: Establish eligibility using BG from which child was removed.

RSM, CWFC,MN: Child only
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